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I.  New and Exciting this year (partial list)
COMEDY/VARIETÈ 

Mr. Spin (Nigel Martin)

Adelaide, Australia

www.bamboozledproductions.com/mrspin.php
Mr. Spin is a comic, vaudevillian performer with ferocious energy and endearing, charismatic wit that matches the spectacle of him spinning two baseball bats “like propeller devil sticks on one hand each.” With a background in classical dance, and with inspiration from Vaudeville greats Enrico Rastelli, Francis Brunn and Bobby May, Mr. Spin has focused on developing high level skills, fluid movement and his own quirky style of comedy. 

Aileen Wilkie
Scotland

Aileen Wilkie is a lovely colleen from Edinbugh, Scotland, with the sweet charm of Drambuie and the leather voice of a sheep. She’s quite a vision in a kilt, red stilettos, and lipstick performing her outlandishly funny routine featuring a snappy three-club juggle, torches and giraffe unicycles. After several years honing her art on the streets of Covent Garden and in Amsterdam, she then began studying physical theatre at the prestigious Ecole Jacques Lecoq.


Wang Hong 

China

Wang Hong’s name translates into English as “rainbow”, a lovely reference to the spectrum of talents she employs in performance as beautiful and delicate as that ephemeral play of light.

Her presentation of a delicate manipulation of parasols won the Gold Medal at the Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain, a top honor in the world of circus.

She was raised in the cold, far northeast province of Jain on China’s border with the Soviet Union. At 10 years of age she started training as a gymnast, but began her performance career as a dancer.. Wang Hong has toured as an acrobat, a juggler and an antipodist (foot balancer) and appeared with the famed Tandy Beal Dance Theater company, the New Pickle Circus under Tandy's direction, and with the Cirque du Soleil company. 

The Checkerboard Guy 

Canada  

www.checkerhead.com 
With a comic twist built into such stunts as The Six-Foot Unicycle of Death, The Tight Rope of Death and his signature piece, The Flaming Leap of Death, is it any surprise that The Checkerboard Guy is known around the globe as a Comic Daredevil! Over two decades of manipulating everything from flaming torches, thirteenth century battle axes and even stinky shoes, often while balancing on top of unicycles, tight ropes or unsupported eight-foot tall aluminum ladders.


Rob Torres  

www.funeeestuff.com
International
Top visual comedian Rob Torres can be understood in any country without saying a word. Whether he’s changing his clothes, setting the table, or just sitting down, Rob has a way of finding great absurdity in common, everyday tasks. Find out for yourself why Rob Torres is the International Man of Mirth!!! 

Jack and Jeri Kalvan
www.lajugglers.com
Jack and Jeri say the key to a happy marriage is being able to throw things at each other. Helps if you can catch and return with equal skill. The secret of working together is revealed while they teach teamwork skills onstage with amazing and odd skills, like synchronized flowerpot manipulation. Teamwork more fun than you had imagined - it’s clear that they'll fit right in at the Moisture Festival.


Horse Crazy Cowgirl Band  
www.horsecrazycowgirlband.com 

Rural Washington State

“The performance by the gals in Horse Crazy was pure magic. Their prefect blend of crisp harmony and tight musicianship was a joy to experience. One moment they had us stomping and clapping and the next we quieted as haunting melodies floated to the top balcony sweeping through the audience like mountain zephyrs. Their talent, coupled with their obvious friendship and affection for performing, drew the audience into their mad little world some 47 miles off the pavement-and that’s a world I’ll gladly visit again.” – Miss Terri Mason, Canadian Cowboy Country magazine

AERIAL

Rebecca Leonard - Aerial

Toronto, Canada

www.agirlinthesky.com
Sought after for her strength and grace in the air, Rebecca performs internationally and has recently returned from the Shanghai Fringe where she performed in the media acclaimed show “Cognac & Sausages”, an aerial comedy. Her aerial performance can be seen in feature films: award winning Chicago and The Tuxedo with Jackie Chan. She choreographs and performs locally and internationally for many of the high level circus companies in Canada including Hangtime, Circus Orange, HighStrung and Anti-Gravity to name a few. She’s sure to conquer the hearts of Moisture Festival’s aerial enthusiasts!

Kerry Krezinski from Sweet Can Circus in San Francisco 

www.sweetcanproductions.com
Kerri Kresinski’s creates intimate, heartfelt performances in which the audience and performer easily connect with one another. Sweet Can presents the circus performer as a human being, accessible to everyone, and uses the performer's circus skills to make connections by demonstrating the shared emotional experiences that unite us all.

BURLESQUE

Simon Chaban -  Burlesque and Comedy/Varietè shows

San Francisco
http://simonfireact.com
Simon Chaban’s wide range of talents began with his first backflip at age six – predestiny to what we’ll enjoy: circus, martial arts, dance, juggling, stage combat, physical comedy and magic.  

Duo Rose - Burlesque and Comedy/Varietè shows

Midwest USA
www.circorose.com
Duo Rose’s repertoire offers duo trapeze, stilt walking, Houdinis Metamorphasis and burlesque comedy Rag Doll Contortion.  
Hot Pink Feathers

San Francisco
www.hotpinkfeathers.com
Hot Pink Feathers’ dancing darlings are spreading the glitter gospel across the globe with their exuberant extravaganzas. A little sugar and a lot of spice, their colorful, latin-flavored bump 'n' grind has made them "leaders on the scantily-clad front", according to Theatre Bay Area.

Comedy/Varietè artists 
Returning artists  (partial list)
The Aerialistas Powerful and sexy, this original “aerial girl gang” was formed in Seattle in 2004 and has been seen at numerous festivals and events around the region. Portraying anything from cupcake girls to cheerleaders, go-go gals to vintage vamps, they ply their feminine charms at lofty heights with synchronized movement, athletic prowess, and drop-dead sex appeal.

Amanda Crockett A clown since the age of nine, Amanda has performed in such far-flung locales as Venice, Shanghai, Moscow, Edinburgh and Tasmania. Her physical comedy, combined with high-level acrobatic, object manipulation and aerial skills, pulls laughter right out of thin air.

Tom Noddy Modestly describing himself as “a guy who blows bubbles for a living,” Tom has done something unique in show business: he created a new kind of act. With his first performance of Bubble Magic on the Tonight Show in the early 80s, Johnny Carson said “He’s doing something unlike anything we’ve ever seen.”  Since then he’s wowed and amazed thousands with his performances, even inspiring bubble-related festivals all over the U.S. and Europe.

Frank Olivier Frank Olivier developed his unique offbeat brand of humor in San Francisco’s comedy clubs. His act showcases a hilariously chaotic mix of skills, which may or may not include any or all of the following: juggling, fire, high-rise unicycling, Jimi Hendrix and the wearing of tutus. Among many other places, he’s been seen in Broadway’s ‘Sugar Babies,’ as a headliner in Las Vegas, and on The Tonight Show and HBO.

Bill Robison Bill Robison’s performances are a synthesis of outlandish comedy, an elastic face, a penchant for the absurd and a reckless sense of abandon. As a solo artist and with the highly acclaimed comedy duo “The Shneedles” he’s performed for over 20 years in numerous festivals and fairs across the U.S and Canada, in German variety theaters, and as an opener for over 150 concerts including Bill Cosby, Bob Hope and Frank Sinatra.

The Bobs The Bobs are a 25-year show business phenomenon. They’re the world’s only new wave a cappella singers but they don’t shy away from using instruments if the mood strikes. These Grammy-nominated musical arrangers are four funny humans who take their music seriously.

Dr. Calamari and Acrophelia Veterans of the critically acclaimed Seattle performance troupe Circus Contraption, this acrobatic duo has performed in full-length productions, festivals and private events nationally and internationally. With their characters they project a surrealist dream as they perform effortless and stylish acrobatic melodrama. Their new work, “Automata,” was awarded a City Artists Project grant from the City of Seattle.

Foolz Two performers: one outwardly calm, the other wound tighter than a spring. With a dim-witted innocence, their childlike charm places them in situations where something almost always goes wrong. Veterans of film, television, radio and the stage, The Dapper Dane & Woodhead have performed for audiences on six continents. Their frenzied, frenetic grand finale is a juggle montage of absurd objects that is never the same twice.

Godfrey Daniels Godfrey’s most spectacular skill is catching a big red balloon, but this never fails to delight audiences over and over again. Last year Godfrey (and his close and equally silent partner Randy Minkler) were invited to present their act in Paris on the world’s premier Varietè television show, “Le Plus Grand Cabaret du Mond.” If you have never seen Godfrey do his thing, you are in for a treat.

Iman Lizarazu A world-class entertainer, juggler and physical comedian, this Santa Cruz resident is a unique performer. Her background includes a wide range of comic disciplines from circus arts to commedia dell’arte. As a classically trained ballet dancer, mime and circus clown, she is a jester and a fool, in the best old-world sense of the words.

Baby Gramps Baby Gramps is a high-energy, one-of-a-kind musician with an endless repertoire of rags, jazz, blues and forgotten novelty songs from the 20’s & 30’s, plus many delightful originals. He plays an acoustic antique National Steel guitar and sings his own unique arrangements with wordplay, humor, and throat singing. Seattle Metropolitan Magazine acknowledges Baby Gramps as one of the top 50 most influential musicians in the last 100 years. 

Jim Page The great Utah Phillips once said: “Jim Page’s songs get right to the point…If you’re ever going to get the message, this is the messenger to get it from.” Whether here at our Festival or at many of Jim’s other venues you won’t have to pay much to hear him but you’ll be cheating yourself if you fail to pay attention.

Lelavision Derived from two Sanskrit terms meaning “creation” and “creative spark”, with references to “play,” the name Lela denotes the spirit of this performance duo. Ela Lamblin and Leah Mann combine modern and aerial dance, music, theater, and large interactive musical sculptures to create innovative works of awe and whimsy.

Nanda The Nanda Experience is a high-energy, unrelenting blast of action and humor, a tidal wave of acrobatics, dance, juggling and crazy kung-fu acro fighting—four action “heroes” tightly weaving their skills and antics into an electrifying sonic soundscape. 

Ricochet Ricochet, a contemporary circus duo that has toured across the United States and internationally, is the collaboration of Cohdi Harrell and Laura Stokes. Combining aerial acrobatics, contortion, character and charm, Ricochet weaves delicate metaphor with jaw dropping spectacle. 

Shoehorn Shoehorn is an original performance artist who creates music with his feet and dances with his horn. Michael Shoehorn Conley has combined organic body rhythms and sophisticated jazz forms and concepts into an entertaining spectacle. While specializing in sax and tap dance, he is a multi-instrumentalist, arranger and composer, utilizing a variety of wind and percussion instruments, original poetry and songs and an ear for music from around the world.

The Velones An aerial affair presented by Martha Enson of the UMO Ensemble and Cathy Sutherland of The Aerialistas and Du Caniveaux, they never disappoint in their delivery of

 “wow.” This duo gorgeously mixes grace, poetry, and strength in their stunning work on the vertical rope and aerial hoop. 

